The reaction of partners and families to significant neurological damage and the need for health team support.
The reaction of partners and families to significant neurological damage can be very negative and traumatic. We, as health professionals, need to examine our own attitudes and feelings toward the brain injured and their families and develop a health optimism toward their recovery. We also need to become sensitized to their need for our support, interest and understanding. Certainly, we owe the families our sensitivity, the installation of at least a glimmer of hope, if we expect them to have the courage and motivation to stand by and care for their brain injured loved ones.